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    Published monthly for the members and friends of Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst, NH�
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“Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified ... has been raised.” -- Mark 16:6 
 
When Mary Magdalene, Mary and Salome came to the tomb, their hopes and fears intersected. They wondered 
aloud about the impossibly large and heavy stone that presented an obstacle to their immediate plans.  Worse, 
what they thought lay behind the stone was unspeakably devastating.  Jesus, who embodied the hope of God’s 
promise in a fully human life, was not simply dead, but crucified -- executed in the most extreme humiliation, 
a savage mockery of the hope that had lived with him. 
 
But the stone was gone, the grave empty.  Where they had expected to hear the silence of death’s mockery, 
they were met by an astonishing message that the crucified one was raised from the dead, that their hope was 
victorious over humiliation, and that Jesus lives and is leading the way into an unexpected, surprising future 
with God. 
 
Jesus lives and resurrection hope beckons. Jesus’ resurrection on the third day signals that God is not finished 
until the life of Jesus renews the whole creation.  Sinners once haunted by the threats of judgment will live for-
given, restored, renewed and freed.  All lives broken by sin’s injustices and haunted by death’s terrors will be 
transformed by joy and transfigured into the new creation in Christ. 
 
You and I are witnesses of this new creation.  You have been baptized into Jesus’ death and resurrection and 
have heard his promise.  Your lives are hidden in his and he feeds you with a foretaste of the eternal feast of 
joy.  He will meet you in your hope.  He claims your daily work and makes it into a holy calling.  He lives in 
you and sends you into the world as an ambassador of reconciliation, a testimony of God’s incomparable love.  
Jesus lives!  Your life in him is resurrection witness. 
 
“This is our God; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation!” ~ Isaiah 25:9 
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Ministers, All of the people at Messiah 
 
Pastoral Care, Reverend Tom Teichmann 
672-3734, pastorteich@comcast.net 
 
Administrative Assistant, Joanne Theil 
673-2011,  theil69@msn.com 
 
Congregation President, Paul Apple  
 
Music Director, Deborah DellOrfano 
 
The Messiah Messenger is a monthly publica-
tion of Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst, 
NH.  Submissions should be made by the 
deadline as noted on the back cover. 
 
Communications Team, 
All of the people of God at Messiah 
 
Editor, Lisa Teichmann 
 

Messiah volunteers will be hosting at Anne Marie House, along with the Congregational Church of 
Amherst the week of April 26th. 
We had a new mom and her four children join us last week. That brings the total number of children 
to thirteen! Total number of adults is seven.  Graduation party was held for one of our moms and her 
2 children.  She is settling on a house and will be moving in very soon. We wish her God's blessings! 
  
  
"We sleep outside so others don't have to." 
 Box City will be held the weekend of April 4th-from 7PM to 8 AM Sunday morning at Rivier College. 
This is a chance for the youth (grades 6-12) to see what it is like to be homeless. They are able to 
make homes out of boxes and sleep there that night. Entertainment will be provided and they will 
have food. There is a registration fee of $10; and the youth are asked to get pledges. Last year 
about 60 took part and had a great time! Please consider this-you will be glad you did. 
  
Rock-A-Thon will be April 18th at St Josephs Residence on Monmouth St in Manchester. This is 
another fun time and a chance to raise some much needed funds. If you think you might be inter-
ested, please see Marge. You can rock as long or short of a time as you want.  
  We are still collecting those old cartridges, and diapers-sizes 5 and 6. Thank you for your generous 
donations and thinking to pick them up while shopping.  
  
SHARE, as you know, has a new home. Stop by the old Knights of Columbus hall (street right be-
fore West St in Milford) and take a peek. Anyone interested in working at the food pantry or clothing 
barn, help is always needed. It is only once a month for 2 1/2 hours and is very gratifying. Thank you 
for your food and toiletries donation to this worthy cause. It is appreciated. 
 SHARE was able to provide food and gifts to 347 families (1557 individuals) this past Christmas. 
One of the many thank you notes:  "We have had a tough year and didn't really know how we were 
going to give our 4 children a 'Merry Christmas." I sat very teary-eyed as I unpacked the bag of gifts 
selected special for our family. My husband and I are very thankful; we had a very happy Christmas 
morning. Our thanks to all of you generous people." 
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April 4th starting at 8am - coffee, juice, and goodies 
provided. There will be many areas of work! Mostly re-
moving debris from the winter storms; raking, lawn re-
pairs around parking lot caused by snow removal; re-
place benches etc. Bring your gloves, rakes, saw, 
blower, shovels and wheel barrow.  
 
Sign up sheet will be in the narthex - please share your 
time!! For more info and weather changes, call Mike 
566-2750 or Jean 673-6939. 
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In our prayers:  Al, Barbara (B. Wurst’s Mom), Robert & Bill  (J. Bauer-
schmidt’s brothers), Janey (rel of the Wurst’s), Jane (D. Bonfiglio’s Aunt), Our 
military personnel, Perham Family,  Suzy (friend of the Mitchell’s), Ed (friend 
of B. Wurst), Jean (N. Hammerstrom’s Mom), Stan (K. Petersen’s Dad), 
Wendy (D. Vaughn’s friend), Melissa (rel. of the Salisbury’s), Arnie (friend of 
the Theil’s) Pastor Fred, Harris, Ken ( friend of E. Costa), Lois ( D. Vaughn’s 
Mom), Ben.  
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Some of you former New Yorkers and Jerseyites would proba-
bly know what I was talking about if I said, “Meet me at the 
smoke ring,” or mentioned Dinoland, or talked about a People 
Wall, or asked about a unisphere, or told you General Electric 
had picture phones in 1964, or broke out in a rousing rendition 
or It’s a Small World. These were some of the most exciting 
and flashy exhibits at The World’s Fair in Flushing Meadow 
Park, New York (1964-5). I remember each of them fairly well, 
even after many years. 
 
But the thing I remember most about the Fair was the Vatican 
Pavilion. Which would be unusual for a young Lutheran had 

there not been a very special piece of art on display—Michelangelo’s Pieta, loaned for display in 
the US—the first time it had left the spot where the artist had delivered it five hundred years prior. 
 
The statue depicts Mary holding the lifeless body of her son, Jesus, after he was taken down from 
the cross. Cradling him in her arms, full grown, as she did hundreds of times as he grew from an 
infant, to toddler, to restless child who no longer tolerated such confining affection. How she must 
have longed in those days to hold him just one more time. How horrifying to get her wish in such a 
manner! The abject pain of the moment is clear in her countenance, as she faces what no parent 
ever should—the death of her child. 
 
Pieta means “pity,” or “compassion,” which literally is to suffer along with someone. Some people 
suffer along with Jesus during Holy Week, trying to imagine what it felt like to have a crown of 
thorns jammed on your head, nails pounded into soft flesh, and to slowly asphyxiate on a cross. 
But Jesus took that suffering on himself so we might not suffer from sin’s consequence—it is a suf-
fering that cannot be shared. 
 
And so I think of Mary and her grief, and I suffer with her instead.. Compassionately sharing the 
pain of a loss so great that it is beyond compare. In my mind gently holding the broken body of the 
one who died for me. Feeling a hurt so deep, only one thing can remedy it. 
 
Resurrection. 
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Last year we had a lot of fun 
with our CROP Walk Idol con-
test leading up to the day of 
the walk. However, taking 
place after services extended 
“Announcements, An-
nouncements, Announce-
ments!” considerably. For this 
reason, as this year’s coordina-
tor, I thought that we’d not do it 
again. But due to many re-
quests and a great suggestion 
by Karla, we have a new pro-
posal. On April 18 th, 6 p.m. at 
MLC (already scheduled so 
you can begin to plan and 
practice) we will celebrate our 
first ever “Messiah CROP 
Walk Idol Evening of Food 
and Fun for the Family” ! We 
will showcase the talents of all 
ages as performers compete 
for your pledge dollars. Look 
for a sign-up sheet after church 
or call Dean or Karla.  We are 
looking for Singers, Dancers, 
Poets, Storytellers, Puppet-
eers, Magicians, etc. who can 
incorporate a plea for CROP 
into the act. Performances 
should be no more than 3 – 5 
minutes. There is no admission 
price, but we ask every family 
to bring a one-pot dish and 
cookies. This is a family night, 
so let’s keep it to milk and soft 
drinks. Put it on the calendar 
now, see you all there!! 

Have you ever seen anything as beautiful as a pink flamingo glowing in 
the moonlight when standing on a snow covered lawn?  Well if you 
haven’t, this is your chance.  If you have, I’m sure you can’t wait to 
have them on your lawn. 
 
As the Senior Youth Group prepares for heading to New Orleans, we 
will be reviving the tradition of offering gifts of flamingos for your 
friends.  You may contract with the group to place flamingos on unsus-
pecting neighbor’s lawns.  Pay $1 per flamingo and we will deliver 
them to your friends.  If you don’t want flamingos on your lawn, you can 
buy insurance for $10.  Order forms will be in the Sunday bulletins for 
the next several weeks or you can speak with any youth group mem-
ber.  The fun begins on Ash Wednesday and goes thru Lent.  Be pre-
pared. 
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1
an adjective meaning "brought back, re-

stored" 
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Holy Week is a time for reflection, contemplation, devotion, and – fire 
burning!  Join the Senior High Youth as they participate in all of these 
things this Easter.  Beginning Good Friday, the Youth will attend ser-
vice at Messiah.  After that, we will commence an all-night vigil with 
devotions, fasting, songs by the fire, and preparations for Saturday 
night’s service, which will be led by the youth.  Saturday morning starts 
with highway pick-up (if possible) and continues with service projects 
throughout the day – project suggestions welcome!  Everyone is invited 
to join us physically or spiritually through fasting, at any time.  We will 
break our fast with communion at the Saturday night Vigil service, fol-
lowed by dinner at Chili’s. 
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Italian Sausage Bake Casserole Recipe 
 
12 oz. mini penne pasta (cook and drain) 
1 1/2 lbs. Italian Sausage (casings removed) 
1 cup chopped onion 
 
Sauce 
1 can (15 oz) Italian style tomato sauce 
1 can (14.5 oz) diced tomatoes and roasted garlic 
1 can (6 oz) tomato paste 
1/2 cup water 
 
2 cups of shredded mozzarella cheese 
 
Combine with sausage, onion and simmer 10 minutes or until light 
brown. Combine sauce ingredients and pasta and put into 9 x 13 bak-
ing dish. Sprinkle with 2 cups of shredded mozzarella cheese.  
Cover and bake in 350º oven until bubbly hot (20 minutes). Cook 
longer if dish has been refrigerated. 
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This is the 20th year for the Souhegan Valley CROP Walk. The first was in 1990 and 
we, the people of MLC, were there! In fact, the route began at our church (well, Wilkins 
School of Amherst, which served as our church in those days.) We had Tom Griffith, 
Al Kaprelian and Rick Gordan as our guest celebrity walkers and, if my memory 
serves, most of our members, from youngest to oldest, walking. The weather was 
great, but the cause was greater! A grand tradition was begun, but as traditions go, it 
is only as good as the current year! Will MLC of 2029 be talking with great fondness of 
our CROP Walk/MLC tradition as they prepare for the 40th walk? (Actually, I hope not, 
only because we might have solved world hunger by then.) But since our Lord said 
‘the poor and hungry will always be with us,’ I’m guessing we’ll still be at it, helping one 
family - one child – at a time. And I’ll be 76 and still walking, God willing and the creek 
don’t rise!  
 
This year’s walk will once again begin at St. Pat’s in Milford, proceed to the Amherst 
Congregational and then take the scenic route back and through Milford before return-
ing to St. Pat’s where we always exchange tall tails of heroism and bravery and how 
Carolyn (representing the oldsters) has only once been beaten by Ryan T.
(representing the youngsters)!  The distance is 10km (6 miles), because this is about 

the average distance the poor of the world walk each day just to survive; gathering drinkable water, firewood and food for 
their families. There is also an optional short route around Milford which works for the littlest walkers.  25% of the money 
stays local, going to the Milford SHARE program, who in turn “share” 1/3 of the monies with “Open Cupboard” of Wilton. 
The other 75% of your contribution goes to Church World Service (or your specific designee).  CWS/CROP’s effort these 
days is more than just supplying food (which they still do in the short term,) but to work with people around the world to 
create sustainable agricultural systems, sometimes in concert with like-minded organizations such as Heifer Foundation.  
 
We have another great tradition at Messiah. From the very beginning this congregation has determined that we should 
be a congregation that seeks to share God’s love and blessing with the world around. To this end we have endeavored 
to grow our benevolence, eventually reaching 50% of our budget! We are about halfway to that goal, but this year at the 
annual congregational meeting we had to consider doing something we have not done for a very long time – reduce our 
benevolence! Technically, we have suspended half our giving until later in the year when we can determine if there is 
enough in the pot to both pay our bills and continue our giving at present levels. This did not sit well with the majority of 
the folks present, but there seemed no other ready alternative. After much discussion, this very painful motion was 
passed, but almost instantly, another motion was on the floor, in the form of a resolution to raise the funds throughout the 
year to ensure that there was no decision left to be made next September, because the money would be there. CROP 
Walk is our first opportunity, my dear friends, to begin this process. Money pledged by our members will be accounted 
for and credited towards our benevolence goals. 

 
So . . .  are you blessed with two good 
legs? Can you volunteer in other ways to 
make this the most successful CROP 
Walk to date?  Are you one of the lucky 
ones with a stable income and regular 
meals? Well folks, it is time to “pay it for-
ward” as the movie said, because there is 
more need in the world than ever in these 
financially troubled times. If we, the good 
people of MLC, of Souhegan Valley, of 
New Hampshire, of the U.S.A, of the 
World, don’t step forward to extend a 
hand and give a leg up, who will? 
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Photo from the first Crop Walk 
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April 5 th – Palm Sunday, Sunday of the Passion  
We begin this service (weather permitting) on the lawn outside of Messiah 
House. The liturgy of the palms will end with a procession up the driveway and 
into the sanctuary—all the while singing “Hosanna in the Highest!” The mes-
sage for the day follows quick upon the heels of this joyous celebration and 
prepares us for the Passion of Christ according to Mark, which will be read in 
parts. What started out with shouts of hosanna, end with cries of “crucify 
him!” (We will use the “Lenten” worship folder for liturgy.) 
 
April 9 th  – Maundy Thursday 
This service, first in the threefold high holy days of Christendom, commemo-
rates Jesus’ giving of a new commandment and washing the disciples’ feet. 
To reflect the movement in the scripture for this evening, we will share the 
Lord’s Supper around tables in the narthex before entering the sanctuary for 
readings and prayer. The chancel is then stripped of all its furnishings and 
décor. The service doesn’t end but is picked up the next evening. 
 
April 10 th – Good Friday  
The passion according to John is read as we remember how Jesus died for 
us. The bidding prayer employs intercessions and periods of silence. At the 
end of the service a cross is brought into the chancel and those who wish to 
may reverence it. This service also does not end, but is continued on Saturday 
evening. 
 
April 11 th – The Vigil of Easter 
The final part of the great Triduum and the first to receive the risen Christ, this 
worship experience incorporates a bonfire, key scripture readings, song, and 
the raucous, joyous reception of the news that HE IS RISEN! The senior high 
youth plan and present this worship service. 
 
April 12 th – Easter, The resurrection of our Lord 
We welcome the risen Christ with the “Alleluias” we’ve held in for so long, with 
bells ringing (make sure to bring one!), and with hymns sung loudly and 
played on brass triumphantly. (We will use setting three ELW for this festival 
occasion.) 
 
April 19 th – Second Sunday of Easter 
The celebration continues for a week of Sundays this Easter season! Pastor 
Tom will be with Ed and Trudi doing prison ministry this morning, so we will 
welcome a guest preacher. (For the Easter season we will use ELW setting 
three for our liturgy.) 
 
April 26 th – Third Sunday of Easter 
The theme of the day is Witness, as we hear, sing, pray and talk about what it 
means to be a witness to the resurrection. Heads up—there will be several 
scenarios to “witness” during the sermon, so be ready! 

���������� ��  
 
April 17—18: Retreat for Military 
Families . Chaplain: Rev. Hank Stein-
hilber, Retired US Army Chaplain & 
Calumet Staff Alumni. Join with other 
families who have loved ones de-
ployed. Chaplain Steinhilber is an 
experienced counselor and knows 
Calumet well. In appreciation we are 
offering a 25% discount. 
 
April 18 2009 Walk-a-thon 
· Walkers and sponsors needed. 
· Good Harbor Beach in beautiful 

Gloucester, MA 
· Walks starts at 10am, 9am regis-

tration. 
· Walk along the spectacular 

shoreline. 
· End with a delicious barbeque. 
· All money raised benefits the 

Annual Fund 
Download forms at www.calumet.org 
 
 
April 21—23: Saving the Planet! 
(One congregation at a time)  - for 
congregational leaders. Rev. Nancy 
E. Wright, the NE Synod’s Environ-
mental Liaison will explore theology 
of Caring for Creation. Representa-
tives from Interfaith Power and Light 
will share tools and strategies for 
congregations seeking to embrace 
good stewardship practices.  
 
Summer Nurses Needed!  
Nurses are needed to serve from 2 to 
14 weeks, beginning May 21st. Com-
petitive salary, children received re-
duced tuition, families are welcome to 
join you, two other nurses are part of 
the team, comfortable lodging is pro-
vided, modern health center, and 
there’s no place more beautiful to be 
in the summer. E-mail Kris for an ap-
plication: kris@calumet.org 
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Update from Enhancing Worship and Music at Messiah 
 
Two months ago, a group of about fifteen members (plus Pastor and organist/ choir director Deb) started working on a 
vision for enhancing worship and music at Messiah. This group was formed on the recommendation of our Kairos con-
sultant and the Council Executive Committee, based on a finding that a good percentage of worshipers felt a need for 
improvement, especially in regards to worship music. 
 
The group’s first two meetings were spent learning the role of music in worship, and the roles of the worship leaders—
Pastor, musicians, and the assembly. We found that music, liturgy, décor, ritual, and all things in worship serve the 
gospel, by positioning people in the presence of a loving God in the person of Jesus Christ. What an awesome respon-
sibility. As worshipers we all should strive for worship worthy of Christ Jesus. 
 
After much discussion, Pastor cast a vision for the future of our worship and music. Copies of the complete document 
will be available on line and in print April 5th (we still need to add the objectives and goals for guiding us into the vi-
sion), but here is a taste of what may lie over the horizon: 

· An increasing amount of “contemporary” music blended into our worship service, and the regular use of new 
liturgies from ELW and With One Voice and Hymnal Supplement, and those of Messiah’s own design. 

· There will however, be a commitment to use older hymns on a regular basis. 
· All worship and music will reflect Lutheran theology and tradition. 
· The use of whatever technologies prove useful and adaptable to our worship space and mission will be ex-

plored. 
· A rededication to worship as our identity. A new commitment to doing everything we can to make worship 

worthy of God. 
· An increased awareness of worship as evangelism. For visitors as well as for us. 
· A review of staffing needs for musical leadership.. 
· Further on up the road—adding a second service to offer more consistency to worship style choice. 

 
More to come, including a congregational “Open Forum” (April 26th at 9:00 am) during which the vision will be pre-
sented to you and your questions answered. 
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The three other areas in which Kairos wanted us to delve are Mission Messiah House (using the house for community 
service events or needs), Reaching Younger Families (programming and support and evangelism of this demo-
graphic), and Making Messiah Known (marketing ideas, ideas to boost our identity in the community). Brainstorming 
sessions were held last month, and your ideas are welcome, too. Pick up a suggestion slip from the narthex table and 
give your completed idea sheet to Pastor for consideration. 
A report on the most promising of the ideas for Messiah House, marketing, and for young family programming will also 
be presented at the Open Forum, April 26th at 9 am. 
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     Every year our family looks forward to Easter for all those obvious reasons but a big part of our family tradition has 
always been Messiah’s Easter Brunch. I’m always worried that Neukam’s will travel to visit their daughters instead of 
bringing their wonderful little pancakes/crepe things with the strawberry sauce to the brunch! The wonder and excite-
ment of a Lutheran potluck can never be minimized. Always new things to try!  Maybe I get a little too excited about 
food but there’s also much to be said for the company, the atmosphere, the celebration, and the Easter egg hunt that 
characterizes the day. It’s never occurred to me that this is something that some have never experienced! So this is 
the year! If you’ve never attended before, this is the year to come. If you have friends or neighbors you’ve been think-
ing about inviting to church, this is the day! And if you are curious about Messiah and want to experience more of who 
we are, this is the event not to miss! Each year we get from 50-70 people and there is always enough food thanks to 
the contributions of all. So please sign up! We just need to know how many, what dish you’d like to bring, and if you 
can help with set up or clean up. With 50+ people working together, it’s light effort for all! The senior youth run the egg 
hunt right after 10:30 worship celebration while table set up occurs and then we eat! Please consider attending this 
year as part of your Easter celebration!  
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Come Share the Spirit! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School 9:00 am 
Adult Forum 9:00 am 

Fellowship 10:00 
Worship Service 10:30 

Messiah Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 303 Rt.101E in Amherst 
1/2 mile east of the shops of 
“Salzburg Square”.  Contact the 
church by calling 603-673-2011 
or visit us online at  

http://www.messiahnh.org 

Deadline for the May newsletter is 
Wednesday, April 22. 

Please submit articles to 
mlc_nwsletter@hotmail.com 
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CROP Walk… 
 
Holy Week & Easter schedule… 
 
Calumet News… 
 
News from Anne Marie House… 
 
Church Property Clean up 
Day… 
 
Mission Possible Update… 
 
Crop Walk Idol Redux… 
 
Messiah’s Easter Brunch… 
 
Senior High Youth Info… 
 
Ash Street Shelter Recipe... 
 


