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Congregational Meeting 
 
There will be a special called Congrega-
tional Meeting on Sept. 14th directly after 
worship. The council has called this meet-
ing to see if the congregation agrees that a 
capital appeal to reduce debt and free up 
funds for ministry, and to cover some im-
provements (to be determined) as recom-
mended by the council, is in order. 
  
If the congregation agrees, then it will hear 
the council’s recommendation on the use of 
a fundraising professional to run the appeal. 
  
Please be in attendance that morning, as 
this decision will impact our mission goals 
significantly. 

Get Ready for Rally Day!!!!! 
 
Our Rally Day for fall kick-off is scheduled for September 14th.  This year we have some fun 
and learning planned. We’ll meet all together (ages 3 – 93)  in the sanctuary at 9:00 am sharp 
to sing songs, get to know one another, and do an activity sure to be wild because it was born 
in the whacky minds of Pastor Tom and SCS Superintendent Doug Pulfer. 
  
Next, the Sunday School teachers will be introduced and students will go to their classrooms 
for further fun. Confirmation students and their parents will go to Messiah House for an orien-
tation to Confirmation 08. Adults will stay in the sanctuary for a short presentation. Refresh-
ments follow! 

Check Out Messiah’s New Website! 
www.messiahnh.org 

 
Our new website is the place to go for infor-
mation on youth group meetings, worship ser-
vice times, fellowship events, and so much 
more. You can read last Sunday’s sermon, 
check out Pastor’s blog, or access the newslet-
ter, calendar, and worship assistants’ schedule. 
If you need to know something—check the 
site. On the right hand side of the screen is 
“What’s happening,” breaking news is found 
there. An events list appears directly under-
neath it. Then there’s a section called 
“Activities” you can click that contains info on 
events for all ages. And if you aren’t comput-
erized at your house, you can always call the 
office for information (673-2011). 
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Ministers, 
All of the people of God at Messiah 
 
Pastoral Care, Reverend Tom Teichmann 
672-3734, pastorteich@comcast.net 
 
Administrative Assistant, Joanne Theil 
673-2011,  theil69@msn.com 
 
Congregation President, Paul Apple  
 
Music Director, Deborah DellOrfano 
 
The Messiah Messenger is a monthly publica-
tion of Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst, 
NH.  Submissions should be made by the 
deadline as noted on the back cover. 
 
Communications Team, 
All of the people of God at Messiah 
 
Editor, Roxanne Meldrum 
 
Council Liaison, Lisa Fritz 

My apologies to you Red Sox fans—I’m going to quote an esteemed member 
of the New York Yankees ball club, the inimitable Yogi Berra. Yogi was 
known for his malapropisms and convoluted linguistic logic, for massacring 
the English language at the drop of a hat. He was the one who coined the 

phrase, “It ain’t the heat—it’s the humidity.” And Yogi also came up with, “It gets late out here real early.” 
But the one I’d like to focus on in this note to you all is one of his most infamous. “When you get to a fork in 
the road—take it.” Sounds silly, and slightly impossible. But it’s really excellent advice for Messiah Lutheran 
Church at this point in her history. 
 

That’s because we have been happily motoring along, making good time lately. It’s been easy. Now, the start 
of the journey was much more challenging, with many detours and bridges out and “long ways around.” And 
the “Wilkins School” years had their share of bumps and potholes and breakdowns as well. Lord knows it was 
an uphill climb getting the funds needed to build and maintain this building, but with a helpful push and pull 
from friends and neighbors, we geared up and really began to cruise! The road got smoother and demanded 
less of our attention, opening up new opportunities for helping others along the way. Eventually, we were able 
to put it on cruise control and sit back for a while. 
 

Until we came to a fork in the road. Suddenly now, decisions have to be made. The unknown must be faced. 
Action is called for. For each way leads off in a new direction, but each promises nothing but the journey. No 
discernable destination. Only a choice of roads and us. 
 

The temptation now is to put it in “park” and just chill while we try to decide what to do. After all, this road is 
good and we’ve enjoyed it—why not just stay here?  Stay here and do what we’ve been doing. That’s one 
thing to do at a fork in the road. And that would be okay. 
 

But I think we’d be better off following Yogi’s advice—when you get to the fork in the road—don’t just sit 
there—take it! Either fork! Because, as a church, we are designed to move forward., to venture into the world 
as Jesus did. His eyes were set on Jerusalem and the cross. And Jesus, with his disciples, plodded resolutely 
towards that goal. Like Jesus, we must continue on the mission God has set before us here. 
 

Here’s where another piece of “Yogi logic” enters in the equation. Yogi 
once said, “You've got to be very careful if you don't know where you 
are going because you might not get there." Which is profound really. 
And also totally applicable to Messiah’s situation. Because I think we 
know we should take the fork and move ahead in mission. 
 

We just are unsure about the direction and destination. So, we have to 
figure out where we want to go, see which fork takes us there, and then 
go! But we must realize that either road leads somewhere, and, truth be 
told, it’s our journeying together—working, consoling, supporting, 
serving, inviting, nurturing, and caring for one another and our 
neighbors near and far—the journey is our destination. 
 

Where will we be going in the next five years? Which fork shall we 
venture down? That’s for us to decide together. And we will, starting 
this fall. 
  

The disciples said, “We don’t know where you are going!  
How can we know the way?” 

Jesus told them, “I am the way…” -– Gospel of John 

 

Pastor’s Message 
By Pastor Tom Teichmann 
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Sunday School  Regular Sunday School classes begin September 
21st!  This year students will go directly to their classrooms, so it is im-
portant that your children get there right at 9:00! There will be four 
classes this year – one for ages 3 -5 taught by Stephanie and Paul Ap-
ple, and Tonya Pisinski, one for ages 6 – 8 taught by Angela Bonfiglio 
and TBA, one for ages 9 – 11 taught by Becky Vogel and Valerie Wis-
neski, and one for middle school and up taught by Larry Gordon. The 
Sunday School Calendar will be available at the Messiah website 
shortly. 
  

Confirmation Information  The three classes (7th, 8th, and 9th 
grades) will all meet together on a schedule that includes some Sunday 
morning classes, and some Sunday evening classes. The 10th graders 
will also meet with the group until they are confirmed on Reformation 
Sunday, Oct. 26th.  The confirmation class schedule will be posted on 
www.messishnh.org just as soon as it is finalized. Also posted will be 
the 10th graders essay question and other requirements that must be 
completed before being confirmed. 
 

Adult Forum  Adult Forum will begin under the guidance of Ken-
neth Duesing (Thanks Ken!). Topics will come from current issues of 
The Lutheran for the first few weeks. After that the class will either 
continue with Opening the Book of Faith, or decide upon some other 
topic to pursue.  New for this year: the Forum will be starting at more 
towards 9:00 (hopefully right at 9 eventually) and we’ll try meeting in 
the sanctuary for awhile. Don’t be afraid to join the group at any time, 
though.  

Christian Education Opportunities 

Attention all MLC Youth  
entering Grades 9 – 12! 

 
The ELCA National Youth Gathering is fast ap-
proaching.  This time we are heading to New Or-
leans, Louisiana, July 22 – 26, 2009, for a week of 

service that promises to be a totally different experience than any other Gathering.  
Parents and youth interested in attending the Gathering are invited to an information/
Q&A session on Sunday, September 21, immediately following service at Messiah 
House.  Please make every effort to attend.  Topics of discussion will include travel ar-
rangements, housing, overall costs, possible fundraisers, etc.  Registration for the 
Gathering opens September 15. 

Is Something Missing? 
 

Perhaps you haven’t noticed but if 
you have, an explanation is in or-
der!  Because our newsletter is 
now being featured on our new 
website, we have to be a little cau-
tious about personal information.  
So your editing team is removing 
any personal phone numbers and 
emails listed in articles and keep-
ing names with pictures just to 
first names.  Pictures of minors 
will not be included unless the 
newsletter staff has received per-
mission from their parents and 
will never include names.  If you 
have any questions or suggestions 
regarding these changes, please 
speak with Roxanne Meldrum.  
And keep in mind that Joanne 
Theil is available in the office at 
673-2011 should you need any 
information about events or pro-
grams listed in the newsletter or 
the website.  She is our “go-to 
gal”  Thanks Joanne! 
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The purpose of our garden is to provide a quiet space for reflection, 
whether this be calming a troubled mind, communing with a loved 
one, or basking in the joy of correction.  Now that we have the 

specifications of the Garden of Peace, there will be many happy hours spent digging and weeding in the cool 
(not always) soft soil.  The beauty of gardening is that you can do the “job” on a small or as large scale as you 
like from flowerpots to woodland gardens like ours.  Catch the “garden bug” which is an indescribable fascina-
tion for watching things grow and tending them so that it will be a joy forever. 
 
“Oh, Adam was a gardener and the God who made him sees that half a proper gardener’s work is done upon 
his knees.  So when your work is finished you can wash your hands and pray for the glory of the garden that it 
may not pass away!  And the glory of the garden, it shall never pass away.”  - Kipling 
 
The garden provides a profound opportunity to explicitly remember our departed loved ones that keeps them 
with us in spirit.  Come and sit awhile on our garden benches and experience the tranquility and peace.  Dona-
tions are gladly accepted to further beautify and help with maintenance. 
 
The Garden Committee- Kathy Brundage, Bonnie Ensinger, and Jean Pittuck 

Before and after pictures of the Garden of Peace! 

Messiah’s Garden of Peace 

The Green Flamingo 
Taken from www.treehugger.com 
 
If you have school-age children, you probably know just how much waste a typical lunch contains. Everything 
is either a single-serving item or wrapped in plastic, wax paper, inside bags or in aluminum foil, etc. Multiply 
that by the number of children and adults who eat lunches and what you get is a tremendous waste of re-
sources. Enter the Waste Free Lunches project! The objective is to get school communities involved and to 
spread this trash-less lunch philosophy (if such a thing can be called a philosophy). WasteFreeLunches.com 
contains information and success stories while LaptopLunches.com is where they sell containers and books on 
how keep lunches waste-free and interesting. Buying the products might not be for everybody, but the waste-
free lunch concept should be on the priority list all teachers and parents. It doesn't only reduce waste, it teaches 
children important values and that's the most important aspect. 
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Anne Marie House News 
  
Would you like the opportunity to: 
 A.  Have fun 
            B.  Meet new people 
            C.  Work as a community with other neighboring faiths 
            D.  Cook-but only if you like to 
            E.  Really feel like you are helping those less fortunate (and 
  committing to only 2-3 hours every 6 weeks, unless you 
   wish to do more) 
 F.  Actually see progress in those you are helping 
If any of these points get you thinking, please don't hesitate to call 
Marge Ball to find out more information.  Here are some questions 
presented to some of our volunteers and their replies:   
Why did you decide to first become involved as a volunteer? 
      -I've always had a keen interest in helping others to help them-
selves 
      -It was an opportunity to immediately and directly help persons 
 caught in a bad situation, so often not of their own making 
      -Jesus said that when we minister to those in need, we minister to 
 Him. 
 What are some of your favorite AMH stories? 
        -Seeing guests become friends and supporters of each other and 
 the real joy expressed when a family "graduates" from the pro
 gram. 
        -Betty's 50th birthday party with Justin (her son) mimicking her 
 "old age" by hobbling in with a walker 
        -Driving the "Big Blue" bus at 6:30 am when we were still using 
 the rotational model. 
What keeps you coming back as an AMH volunteer? 
        -This is really God's work; and I want to be part of it. 
        -The fact that the need continues and it only takes a small amount 
 of my time to make a difference-hopefully. 
        -I like being a quiet, consistent presence, and yet willing to listen 
 when others wish to talk. 
        -AMH families are great teachers, and to be able to play a small 
 part in helping to give them the space to begin again is a real 
 joy. 
  
Upcoming Events (Fun Raisers): Chicken Run is Sept 21st-5K walk/
run in Nashua.  Go to www.gnihn.org.  GALA event on Oct 18th at the 
Nashua Marriott Courtyard. Great opportunity to get dressed up, have a 
great dinner, enjoy the band, do some dancing and bid on a silent auc-
tion.  Save the date.  Maybe we could get a table of Messiah members. 

Fellowship for Ladies  
 

Announcing a new gathering for 
the ladies of Messiah (and their 
friends)!  The last Friday of every 
month!  Beginning Friday, Sep-
tember 26, 2008, at 7:30pm, enjoy 
an evening of relaxing, visiting, 
eating and sipping wine (or other 
beverage of choice) in a great at-
mosphere at Unwine’d on Second 
Street in Manchester (close to the 
Bedford line).  Come and eat, or 
just have a glass of wine.  Stay for 
hours, or just a few minutes.  
Bring yourself, or bring a friend or 
two.  (Sorry guys, this one’s just 
for us ladies.)  RSVP to Christy 
Estes by 9/22/08 for a reservation 
count, or with any questions you 
may have.  

Thrivent Habitat trips  
  

The New Hampshire Chapter of 
Thrivent for Lutherans announces 
several mission trips to Biloxi, 
MS to work on new construction 
to help Katrina victims. The dates 
are Sept. 22-27, Sept. 29-Oct. 4, 
Oct. 13-17. The cost is $249 for 
Thrivent members, $349 for non-
members, and includes room and 
board (transportation extra). Call 
Barb Giger at 1-800-816-7910, or 
e-mail her at 
barb_giger@thrivent.com. 

Tips for Creative and Cou-
rageous Faith Sharing 

Taken from www.elca.org 
 

Wear or display a cross or a reli-
gious symbol.  You may be sur-
prised how many times this will 
start a conversation about your 
faith.  
 

In your home and with your fam-
ily, commit family needs, strug-
gles and decisions to prayer . 
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Praise and Prayers 
 
I (Marge Ball) would personally like to thank Jean Pi-
tuck, Kathy Brundage and Bonnie Ensinger for their 
hard work in getting the Messiah Garden of Peace pre-
pared to receive ashes of members and loved ones.  And 
also a BIG thank you to Rande Neukam for drawing up 
the recommendations for the garden!  On July 6th, with 
most of our family here, we were able to finally disperse 
my mother's and aunt's ashes (they have been waiting 
almost 8 years).  It was a beautiful day and a lovely ser-
vice-thanks to Pastor Tom.  If you get a few moments, go and sit for awhile.   It is definitely a very peaceful 
place to be. 
 
Thank you to all who have brought in food and other items for SHARE food pantry.   They were very grateful 
for the donations.  They had just put in an order to Market Basket; so the $500 we donated as a congregation 
was used toward that order.  What a blessing to be able to SHARE! 
 
In our prayers as of Sunday August 24th: Al DeMello, Terry Klecker (rel. of the Costa’s), Barbara Wilson (B. 
Wurst’s Mom), Robert & Bill Hildebrandt (J. Bauerschmidt’s brothers), Janey Stokes (rel of the Wurst’s), Jane 
Lind (D. Bonfiglio’s Aunt), Our military personnel, Perham Family,  Suzy Atwell (friend of the 
Mitchell’s),  Ed Burgess (friend of B. Wurst), Carol Kennedy (S. Kennedy’s Mom), Laurea Demello, Bob 
Neilssen (friend of the Teichmann’s), Pastor Fredric Teichmann, John Liljestrand (friend of the Pituck’s), 
Robert Duggan (friend of the Costa’s), Dom (friend of M. Costa), The Bauerschmidt and Theil Family. 
 

Milestones 
 
Carl Juliano’s mother passed away in mid July. A memorial service in celebration of her life was held at Mes-
siah. It was a very hope-filled service, with lots of singing and music (including Carl and his siblings leading 
one of the hymns). Please keep Carl and his family in your prayers as they go though this challenging time. 
  
Joan Bauerschmidt joined the church triumphant early on the morning of the 26^th of August. She was a lov-
ing mother, grandmother and spouse, and a faithful member of the church. She served Messiah in many differ-
ent ways, but is perhaps most known of late for her serving as greeter. “Everybody gets hugs!” she would say, 
and everyone did. No one was left out of her loving embrace. She will be missed, but her spirit of love and her 
service to Christ will continue to inspire us to care for each other deeply, and to put God first in our lives. It is 
with great hope in the resurrection that we entrust Joan to God’s care until the day we meet again at the great 
messianic feast! 
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Camp Calumet Programs That May Interest You 
 

Father & Daughter Campout September 12-14 
Chaplain: Pr. Christian Holleck, St Peter's , Harwich  
Last year's first campout was awesome! Fathers and daughters enjoyed a fun weekend together. Join in the fun 
this year and create some amazing memories! Cook lunch over an open fire. Hike Jackman Ridge at sunset. Go 
apple picking and then make cider back at camp. Sing to the Lord together at worship in the Outdoor Chapel. 
If you don't have a tent, Calumet has rentals. $95/father; $30/daughter 
 

Father & Son Campout September 19-21  
Chaplain: Pr. Jeff Stalley, First, Ellington , CT   Coordinator: Greg Possemato  
A perfect weekend for fathers and sons to play some football, build a bird feeder, climb Jackman's Ridge, sing 
around the campfire, worship together, and enjoy the favorite BBQ and Chili Cook Off. Time is also scheduled 
for sons to go on a pontoon boat ride with the Calumet staff while dads have an opportunity for some lively 
discussion with Pastor Jeff. $95/father; $30/son  
 

Columbus Day Weekend  October 10-13 
Chaplain & Musician: Pr. Tom Teichmann, Messiah, Amherst , NH  
Saturday is Homecoming Day with touch football, hikes, boat rides, crafts, and apple picking. End the day 
with a Homecoming Contra Dance. After Sunday worship in the Outdoor Chapel, have an afternoon of fun at 
the Autumn Festival where you can carve a pumpkin, make cider, bake an apple pie, make a scarecrow, and 
more. Throughout the weekend, explore the theme of “Coming Home” through the story of the Prodigal Son.  
Conference Center : $175/adult; $145/student 
Staff House & Retreat Lodge: $161/adult; $120/student 
Heated Cabin: $139/adult; $98/student  
 

Introductory Hiker Trip  September 5-7  
•  Friday night accommodations are Calumet cabins. 
•  Even beginner hikers can still experience the breathtaking views of the White Mountains . 
•  Stay overnight at the Zealand Falls Hut. 
•  $176/person 
 

Adult Kayaking on Lake Umbagog  September 11-14  
•  Lake Umbagog , in northern NH, is home to a wealth of native wildlife. 
• Saturday is a day of leisurely kayak exploration. 
• If you don't have a kayak, rentals can be arranged. 
• $170/person 
 

Family Backpack Adventure  September 19-21  
•  Suggested minimum age is 8 years old. 
•  Friday night accommodations are Calumet cabins. 
•  Stay overnight at the Zealand Falls Hut. 
•  $176/adult; under 12 $130  
 

Experienced Hiker Trip  September 26-28  
•  Hike the beautiful White Mountains . 
•  Friday night accommodations are Calumet cabins. 
•  Stay overnight at the Greenleaf Hut. 
•  $176/person 



 
Come Share the Spirit! 

 
Fall Schedule Begins 
September 14th, 2008 

 
Sunday School 9:00am 
Adult Forum 9:15am 

Fellowship 10:00 
Worship Service 10:30 

 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 303 Rt.101E in Amherst 
1/2 mile east of the shops of 
“Salzburg Square”.  Contact the 
church by calling 673-2011 or 
visit us @ www.messiahnh.org 

Deadline for the October newslet-
ter is Sunday, September 21st. 

Please submit articles to 
mlc_nwsletter@hotmail.com 
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Bonnie, Kathy, and Jean attend-
ing a seminar on border planting 
at the Fells Historic Estate and 
Gardens on Lake Sunapee. 


